
North Canton, Oh. A recent 
presentation by Brother Joseph Power 
attracted a standing-room only crowd 
to the Barrette and Community 
Center’s Francoeur Conference Room. 
More than 540 students staff and 
community members gathered to hear 
Br. Joseph speak on the lives of famed 
authors J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. 
Lewis, both instructors of Br. Power 
while he was attending Oxford. “It 
was a great consolation for me to note 
the splendid attendance at the recent 
talk in these great authors’ honor and 
to perceive the obvious veneration in 

which these two great men are held,” 
said Br. Power.  �  
 

North Canton, Oh On Feb. 16, 
Walsh University’s Health and 
Wellness Complex was the setting for 
a dedication showcasing the donations 
made by supporters of the newly 
remodeled and expanded facility. The 
complex is now home to a number of 
renovated and expanded areas 
designed to accommodate student and 
community needs. The lobby was 
named for Brother James Lacasse, a 
long time coach and faculty member 
from 1970 to 1992. Walsh U. Golf 
team alumni raised the funds to honor 
Brother Lacasse He served as Walsh’s 
golf coach for 29 years, accumulating 
1,723 victories, 12 Mid-Ohio 
Conference (MOC) crowns and five 
NAIA national appearances. He was 

named “Coach of the Year” by the 
MOC 11 times and District 22  
“Coach of the Year” three times. He 
started his recognition speech by 
saying, “It is a rare joy for me to 
return to Walsh U., where I have spent 
many memorable years in various 
positions of responsibility and enjoyed 
every minute spent here.” He went on 
paying tribute to the people who 
worked and coached with him over 
the years. Brother Lacasse was also 
Dean of Students, residence director, 
academic adviser, director of financial 
aid and director of institutional 
research during his long contribution 
to Walsh. He is province treasurer in 
residence at Alfred.  �  

New Orleans, La. Brother Jerome 
Lessard recently spent a week in the 
New Orleans area, but it was not what 
some would call a vacation. He was 
part of a group of volunteers from 
Habitat for Humanity from Canton, 
Oh, who spent a week in January 
working 16-hour days helping to 
repair and rebuild a home hit by 
Hurricane Katrina a year and a half 
ago.  
The Ohio group traveled by bus and 
lived at Camp Hope, where life was 
challenging. Along the way they saw 
complete destruction; little has been 
done to clear up the rubble of the 
storm. Most businesses have left the 
area and have not come back.  
Only one in every ten houses has been 
rebuilt and much of the area is still 
rubble and abandoned buildings. 
Those who stayed live in popup 
campers or RVs in the driveways of 
their ruined homes. Every day they 
traveled from their base camp to their 
job.  �  
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