
 

Alfred, ME.  At its last meeting in 
October, the Provincial Council 
granted approval to the York County 
Shelters to build a new residence for 
homeless men adjacent to the present 
shelter. This eight-apartment home 
will be built on the leased open field 
behind the Shelter Residence, now 
that the Shaker Museum has been 
moved to 118 Shaker Hill Road. 

The Shelter’s Housing 
Development Director, David Beseda, 
sought a grant from the Federal 
Government to launch the project. 
His grant proposal was approved last 
May and won half of the cost for the 
new lodging. The other half will be 
covered by the Maine State Housing 

Authority to cover the approximate 
cost of $600,000. 

As the initial drawing discloses, 
the building will comprise room for 
eight residents who will have 
improved rooms by comparison to 
those they occupied at Sacred Heart 
Hall. All the first floor rooms will lead 
to a living room and on the second 
floor the four rooms will lead into a 
meeting room. Each lodger will have 
his own private toilet and shower 
room. The eight residents are expected 
to be long term and will be selected 
according to their needs. 

In the meantime more room will 
become available at Sacred Heart Hall 
(now called The Commons). The 
cramped offices of the third floor will 
move to more accommodating 
quarters on the second. The first floor 
will remain a combining dining hall 
and meeting room for the AA groups 
who gather every Thursday and 
Saturday evenings. 

Groundbreaking will probably 
take place in early spring and plans to 
complete, if all goes well, by fall 
2007. No construction company has 
been selected at this time, but bidding 
will soon be underway. 
 

Sketch of the building (left). 
Mr. David Beseda, HHD for 
YCS, and Br. David Denicourt 
examine plans (upper left). 
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